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CHAPTER 1.
Mrs.-Rachel Lynde-is-Surprised:

MRS. Rachel Lynde lived just where the Avonlea main road dipped down
into a litthe hollow, fringed with alders and ladies” eardrops and traversed
by a brook that had its source away back in the woods of the old Cuthbert
place; it was reputed to be an intricate, headiong brock in its earlier
course thiough these woods, with dark secrets of pool and cascade; but
by the time it reached Lynde’s Hollow it was a quiet, well-conducted litthe:
stream, for not even a brook could run past Mrs. Rached Lynde's door
without due regard for decency and decorum;- it probably was conscious-
that Mrs. Rachel was sitting at her window, keeping a sharp eye on

everything that passed, from brocks and children uf: and that if she

puzzied, that's what, and 1 won't know a minute's peace of mand or

conscience uritil T know what has taken Matthew Cuthbert out of Avonlea
Roday, ™

Accordingly after tea Mrs. Rachel set out; she had not far to go; the
big, rambling, orchard-embowered house where the Cuthberts lived was
a scant quaster of a mile up the road from Lynde's Hollow. To be sure,
the long lane made it a good deal further, Matthew Cuthbert’s father, as
shy and silent as- his son alter hirm, had got as far sway 83 he possibly
could from: his fellow men without actually: retreating into the woods:
when he founded his homestead. Green Gables was built at the furthest
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edge of his cdeared land and there it was to this day, barely visbie from
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course through those woods, with dark secrets of pool and cascade; but
by the time it reached Lynde's Hollow it was a quiet, well-conducted ttle
stroam, for not even o brook could run past Mrs. Rached Lynee's door
without dus regard for decency and deconam; it probably wars conscous
that Mrs. Rachel was sitting at her window, keeping a sharp eye on
everything that passed, from brooks and children up, and that if she
noticed amthing odd of cut of place she would never rest until she had
ferreted out the whys and wherefores thereod.-

There are plenty of peophs in Avonlea and cut of it, who can attend
closely to their nesghbor's business by dint of neglecting these cwn; but
Mrs. Rachel Lynde was one of those capable creatures who can manage
5 their own concerns and those of other folks into the bargan. She was a
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CHAPTER L.
Mrs, Rachel Lynde is Surprised:

- MRS Rachel Lynde lived jusst where the Avonlea main road dipped down
H irito a ltthe hollow, fringed with alders and ladies” eardrops and traversed
by & brook that had its source away back in the woods of the ok Cuthbert
place; it was reputed to be an intricate, headiong brook i @s earber
course through those woods, with dark secrets of pool and cascade; but
: by the time it reached Lynde's Hollow it was 3 quiet, well-conducted bttie
: stream, for not even & brook could run past Mrs. Rachel Lynde's doar
- without dus regard for decency and decorum; it
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